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GREETING! 


The  American  Board  in  the  name  of  its  en- 
tire Foreign  Field  sends  greeting  to  the  3,500 
churches  and  the  thousands  of  Special  givers 
who  last  year  made  possible  the  work  for  our 
Lord  in  heathen  lands. 

We  expect  that  this  year  the  2,000  non-giving 
churches  will  all  join  hands  with  you,  and  though 
unable  to  largely  swell  the  volume  of  receipts, 
this  will  give  the  sense  of  united  effort  and  of  all 
doing  something. 

A  Missionary  Herald  Extra  has  been  issued, 
which,  if  you  have  not  received,  please  send  for. 
Four  numbers  of  this  little  Quarterly  will  be  sent 
out,  and  it  is  hoped  by  these  and  by  other 
means  to  bring  the  missionaries  and  their  fields 
into  closer  relations  to  their  brethren  at  home. 

An  earnest  effort  will  be  made  to  scatter 
widely  the  story  of  our  work  and  workers  so  that 
all  the  churches  and  congregations  will  have  a 
more  direct  personal  interest,  and  we  pray  your 
cooperation  in  forming  Missionary  committees 
and  scattering  literature,  and  in  other  ways 
bringing  those  who  are  wide-seas-apart  from  us 
into  our  homes,  our  hearts,  our  lives. 

Their  work  is  our  work ;  it  is  in  answer  to  our 
Lord,  that  they  Go  and  we  Send,  and  our  answer 
back  to  Him  and  to  them  can  best  take  the  form 
to-day,  perhaps,  of  more  giving,  more  praying ; 
the  first  with  gladness,  the  latter  with  faith. 
You  have  not  given  what  you  have  in  the  past  to 
see  the  work  flag  for  lack  of  your  support  now. 

Every  man  according  as  he  purposeth  in  his  heart 
so  let  him  give. 


EDITH,   A   BIBLE=WOMAN. 

Very  early  every  morning  she  starts  on  a 
visit  to  some  of  the  high-caste  homes  in  one 
of  the  surrounding  villages.  In  each  house 
the  younger  women  and  children  are  taught 
to  read  the  Bible,  memorize  it,  sing  Christian 
hymns,  and  pray. 

After  giving  several  lessons  in  this  manner, 
she  gathers  the  women  and  the  children  of  the 
village  together,  and  with  sweet  singing  —  for 
she  has  a  winsome  voice  —  in  which  she  will 
be  helped  by  the  children  of  the  day  school, 
who  always  gather  about  her,  the  day's  work 
ends  with  a  little  meeting.  In  it  Edith  will 
explain  the  verses  and  hymns  memorized ; 
and  as  she  follows  in  her  house-to-house 
teaching  the  same  plan  of  Bible  lessons  pre- 
pared by  the  missionary  for  the  day  schools, 
every  one  will  be  interested. 

In  this  way  the  mother  and  her  children 
month  by  month  go  hand  in  hand  along  the 
Bible  story,  and  she  who  used  to  sing  about 
the  heathen  gods,  their  deceits  and  their 
cruelties,  now  lulls  her  children  to  sleep  with 
the  songs  and  hymns  taught  her  by  the  lov- 
ing Bible-woman. 

To  the  women  who  have  learned  to  read, 
Edith  sells  or  loans  Testaments,  hymn  books, 
etc. ;  and  while  fear  of  husbands,  and  custom, 
may  keep  them  from  open  confession  of 
Christ,  they  come  to  be  known  as  women 
who  do  not  go  to  heathen  temples,  but  who 
study  the  Bible  and  pray. 

Little  by  little  these  Bible-women  find 
their  way  into  the  houses  that  once  shut  their 
doors  against  them,  and  many  are  the  death- 
beds where  those  who  have  heard  them  refuse 


the  heathen  ceremonies  —  as  rubbing  ashes 
on  their  foreheads  —  and  tell  all  about  them 
that  they  die  as  Christians. 

During  three  afternoons  in  the  week  she 
will  teach  sewing  and  singing  and  Bible  les- 
sons in  three  village  girls'  schools  to  about 
ioo  girls,  while  on  one  afternoon  she  holds 
a  large  mothers'  meeting. 

On  Sabbath  she  teaches  a  class  of  girls 
in  the  morning  Sunday-school,  and  many  of 
them  will  sit  beside  her  at  the  morning 
service ;  while  in  the  afternoon,  with  Chris- 
tian women  and  children  accompanying,  to 
help  in  the  singing,  she  will  be  of?  for  one 
of  the  near  villages  and  have,  a  meeting  for 
women  and  girls. 

One  day  as  Edith  told  me  of  her  pupils, 
I  saw  her  refer  to  a  little  book,  and  said, 
"  What  records  do  you  keep  in  that?"  She 
replied,  "  Amman,  in  this  book  I  have  the 
names  of  all  the  women  and  girls  whom  I 
have  taught  in  the  last  ten  years  since  I  be- 
gan to  be  a  Bible-woman."  Looking  at  the 
list  I  saw  an  X  before  many  names  and  asked 
its  meaning.  Her  answer  was,  "  I  pray  for 
all  my  pupils  by  name  every  day,  and  when- 
ever one  becomes  a  Christian  and  joins  the 
church  I  put  a  cross  before  her  name."  I 
counted  and  there  were  5  2  ;  ten  fruitful  years 
surely  ! 

And  you,  who  love  the  Bible  and  believe 

that  God's  word  never  returns  unto  him 

void,  you  can  have  your  own  Bible=woman 

for  from  $15  to  $30  a  year.    Write  about  it  to 

Rev.  E.  E.  STRONG, 

Congregational  House,  Boston,  Mass. 
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AFTER   THE    FAMINE. 

H.  M.  LAWSON,  AHMEDNAGAR,  INDIA. 

The  end  of  the  famine  is  in  sight.  It  has 
broken  down  the  prejudices  of  the  people, 
and  they  are  more  willing  and  anxious  to 
send  their  children  to  our  schools  than  ever 
before.  Beside,  we  have  taken  in  abandoned 
and  orphaned  children,  so  that  the  number 
in  our  boarding  school  buildings  is  greatly 
increased.  Inquirers  are  many,  those  seek- 
ing baptism  constantly  increasing. 

Reduced  appropriations  will  bring  con- 
sternation and  dismay  to  the  overburdened 
workers  on  this  field. 

Bear  ye  one  another's  burdens,  is  good 
scripture  here. 

WHAT    I    AM    EXPECTED    TO    DO. 

REV.  J.  P.  JONES,  PASUMALAI,  SOUTH  INDIA. 

This  work  of.  mine  is  full  of  inspiration 
and  joy.  Nothing  can  be  more  helpful  to  a 
mission  like  this  than  the  training  its  young 
to  become  the  pastors  of  the  people.  Two 
and  a  half  millions  of  heathen  live  in  this 
large  district,  with  16,000  Christians  as  the 
working  leaven  for  their  future.  A  thousand 
doors  of  opportunity  are  open  to  us. 

But  we  find  ourselves  confronted  with  a 
forty  per  cent  reduction.  Old  and  tried 
agents  must  be  discharged ;  schools  which 
are  centers  of  light  in  heathen  villages  must 
be  closed,  and  the  people  abandoned. 

I  get  for  this  whole  institution  $550  for 
the  year.  With  this  I  am  to  support  about 
twenty-four  students,  most  of  whom  are  mar- 
ried  men  with  families,  pay  the  salaries  of 
three  regular  instructors,  and  meet  all  the 
incidental  expenses. 
This  school  needs  friends. 


A   WORD 
WITH  TWO  THOUSAND  CHURCHES. 

In  the  year  1897  there  were  2,000  Congrega- 
tional churches  that  made  no  contributions  to 
the  work  of  our  Lord  among  the  heathen,  the 
ones  to  whom  we  are  sent  by  the  words  Go  ye 

AND    MAKE   DISCIPLES   OF   ALL    THE   NATIONS. 

As  the  churches  at  Corinth,  out  of  their  pov- 
erty, sent  by  the  apostles  to  the  poor  at  Jeru- 
salem, so  these  small  and  struggling  churches 
can  only  strike  hands  with  their  needy  brethren 
across  the  seas,  by  some  contribution  sent  to 
the  missionaries  now  in  the  field. 

You  have  not  known,  perhaps,  that  92  cents 
out  of  every  100  given  through  the  American 
Board  went  straight  to  the  workers,  but  it  is  so. 
And  you  have  said,  perhaps,  "The  sum  we 
could  give  would  be  so  small ! "  Were  it  but 
a  single  dollar  from  each  of  the  non-giving 
churches,  it  would  keep  from  50  to  150  native 
helpers  in  the  field,  and  these  in  the  nature  of 
the  case  are  the  hope  of  our  w7ork. 

Dear  pastor  and   fellow- workers,  take   a    col- 
lection,   make  a   canvass,  get   the  pennies,  the 
nickels,  the  dimes  together.     There    will  surely 
be  one  dollar.     Send  it  with  your  prayers   and 
with  words  of  cheer  to  the  Treasurer, 
F.  H.  WIGGIN, 
Congregational  House,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
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A  LOOK  AT  A  SINGLE  FIELD. 

It  shall  be  in  China,  the  land  that  faces 
America  with  the  eager  gaze  of  four  hundred 
millions  of  people.  In  weakness,  but  with  a 
great  expectation,  these  multitudes  await  the 
coming  of  our  Western  civilization.  Their 
regard  for  all  literature  makes  easy  the  dis- 
tribution of  our  Christian  books,  and  their 
appalling  need  should  be  met  by  us  as  we 
are  able,  whether  it  be  by  a  farthing  or  by  a 
missionary. 

Pang  Chuang  is  a  mission  field  in  North 
China  in  charge  of  Rev.  Henry  D.  Porter, 
M.D.  Eighteen  years  ago  it  was  separated 
from  the  station  of  Tientsin.  Now,  by  God's 
blessing,  there  is  a  Christian  community  of 
about  1,000  persons  to  care  for:  640  mem- 
bers, over  300  on  probation,  —  an  increase 
of  nearly  500  in  the  last  two  years. 

The  native  churches  support  two  native 
pastors  at  an  expense  of  about  forty  dollars  a 
year.  There  is  one  high  school  and  eight 
village  schools,  to  the  support  of  which  the 
people  last  year  gave,  out  of  their  poverty, 
$166.. 

The  intelligence  of  these  Christians  is 
steadily  advancing.  They  buy  all  their  own 
Bibles,  Testaments,  and  Christian  books, 
amounting  last  year  to  eighty  dollars,  and 
have  a  reverence  for  the  printed  page  un- 
known to  the  Anglo-Saxon,  which  makes  this 
Christian  literature  of  unspeakable  value. 

From  18,000  to  20,000  patients  visit  us  for 
medical  care  every  year.  There  are  ten  great 
counties  all  open  to  our  approach.  Every 
market  and  large  town  is  accessible,  and 
more  than  300  villages  have  heard  much  of 
the   gospel. 


SOME   OF   DR.   PORTER'S   HELPERS. 

Our  native  workers  are  devoted,  and  thor- 
oughly helpful  in  our  many-sided  work.  For 
example  : 

Mrs.  Ma,  the  matron  of  the  hospital, 
came  here  a  beggar  and  blind.  She  has  one 
good  eye  now,  a  cataract  having  been  oper- 
ated on.  She  has  learned  to  read  and  has 
taught  hundreds  of  women  a  simple  prayer 
and  a  few  words  of  the  gospel. 

Lu  Kno  Shun  was  a  school-teacher.  The 
strength  and  simplicity  of  his  Christian  life 
are  widely  known.  He  is  a  peacemaker, 
gentle  in  his  ways,  enthusiastic  in  his  faith, 
and  effective  in  all  his  work. 

Chou  Kang  was  fifty-seven  years  old  when 
he  heard  the  gospel.  He  learned  to  read 
and  can  repeat  several  important  books. 
He  has  learned  many  hymns,  and  spends  his 
wakeful  nights  in  repeating  hymns  and  his 
active  days  in  urging  people  to  accept  the 
truth  he  loves  so  well. 

Mrs.  Hu  was  a  cripple  whose  leg  was  am- 
putated by  Dr.  Peck.  For  eight  years  and 
more  she  has  hobbled  around  on  her 
crutches  doing  good  and  scattering  smiles 
everywhere.  She  is  a  Bible-woman  and 
largely  supports  herself. 

Chang  Hiang  is  one  of  the  first  chosen 
and  longest  in  service  of  our  colporter 
deacons.  He  is  an  uneducated  man,  and 
was  formerly  well  known  as  a  blackleg  and 
a  bad  character  generally,  but  the  grace  of 
God  found  him.  He  was  radically  reformed, 
and  he  is  unequaled  among  us  for  settling 
difficulties,  looking  up  cases  of  trouble,  etc. 
He  is  invaluable,  too,  as  a  superintendent 
of  work,  employing  men  and  the  like. 


WHAT  ONE   HUNDRED  DOLLARS 
WILL  DO. 

We  have  chapels  in  the  cities  of  En  Hsien, 
Hsia  Chin,  Chiu  Ch'eng,  Kao  Tang,  and 
Ch'ih  P'ing,  four  of  them  opened  within  the 
past  year  and  a  half.  These  are  very  impor- 
tant centers  of  influence,  as  the  district  city 
is  the  seat  of  government  for  the  county,  and 
is  always  in  the  midst  of  a  populous  country. 

Here  the  largest  markets  are  held,  at  which 
the  number  of  people  who  maybe  reached  is 
past  computation.  Books  and  tracts  can  be 
sold  or  given  away,  and  our  little  city  chapels 
become  centers  of  untold  influence. 

The  rent  of  these  chapels  is  from  $3.30  per 
annum  to  #13.75,  and  but  one  has  a  regular 
keeper.  He  is  paid  $27  a  year.  We  hope 
to  have  five  or  six  more  of  them  very  soon, 
some  of  them  in  large  commercial  centers 
which  are  not,  however,  cities. 

One  hundred  dollars  will  take  care  of  all 
these  places,  present  and  prospective. 
Who  would  like  to  give  that  $100  ? 

The  actual  population  of  the  field  which  is 
covered  by  this  missionary  station  is  not  less 
than  500  to  the  square  mile,  and  must  con- 
tain at  least  3,500,000  people,  and  the  work 
is  spread  over  parts  of  two  provinces  and  nine 
districts  or  counties. 

The  Prudential  Committee.  —  This  Com- 
mittee face  the  estimates  sent  from  the 
different  fields  for  work  like  this,  hear  from 
the  churches  through  the  treasurer,  and  see 
no  way  but  to  reduce  estimates  for  the  native 
workers  forty  per  cent.  That  means,  in  this 
district,  the  dismissal  of  twelve  helpers,  the 
probable  closing  of  all  the  village  schools, 
and  other  grave  consequences. 


FACTS  TO  BE  CONSIDERED. 

The  American  Board,  representing  more  es- 
pecially the  work  of  the  Congregational  churches 
among  the  heathen,  has  now  in  foreign  lands 
550  American  missionaries,  1,500  centers  of 
work,  3,000  native  laborers,  1,100  Christian 
schools  and  colleges  with  54,000  pupils,  beside 
10  hospitals  and  30  dispensaries  in  which  200,000 
persons  were  treated  last  year. 

This  work  is  not  entirely  dependent  upon  the 
help  given  by  the  churches.  The  payments  last 
year  by  the  people  to  whom  we  carry  the  gospel 
footed  up  $113,039,  a  sum  which  can  only  be 
appreciated  when  we  remember  the  wages  of  the 
givers  and  their  poverty. 

For  the  first  time  in  our  eighty  years  of  history 
the  salaries,  always  on  the  lowest  reasonable 
basis,  have  been  reduced.  —  our  appropriations 
for  native  work  being  cut  about  45  per  cent.  To 
give  a  man  55  cents  on  a  dollar  where  he  is  get- 
ting but  340,  S50,  $75,  up  to  only  $150  or  5200 
in  a  comparatively  few  cases,  is  a  big  reduction, 
and  the  only  way  has  been  to  drop  many  of  these 
native  helpers. 

This  is  not  only  disastrous  to  the  work,  but  is 
verv  distressing:  to  the  workers.  For  in  coun- 
tries  where  the  population  is  so  crowded,  every 
place  is  filled,  and  these  men,  trained  only  for 
our  work,  when  dropped  find  no  places  waiting, 
but  all  openings  taken. 

The  loss  to  them  and  to  the  work  is  equally 
serious.  Let  our  American  churches  and  con- 
gregations know  this  and  we  believe  that  they 
will  rally  to  relieve  the  missionaries  and  save 
the  work  and  the  workers.     (See  page  22.) 


A  WEEK  WITH   THE    NATIVE    PASTOR 
AT    CHAVAGACHERRY. 

It  is  Sabbath  morning  and  the  native 
pastor  begins  his  work  in  the  Sabbath-school, 
which  has  an  average  attendance  of  about 
150,  and  commences  at  8.30  a.m.  He  has  a 
class  of  young  men,  the  students  of  the 
upper  classes  of  the  day  school  held  next 
door  to  the  church. 

After  the  Sunday-school  he  conducts  the 
morning  church  service,  which  is  attended 
by  the  church  members  and  adherents  and 
their  children,  some  of  these  having  come 
on  foot  a  distance  of  several  miles.  A  brief 
meeting  with  inquirers  follows. 

As  he  is  aware  that  many  of  those  who 
are  present  will  go  out  in  little  groups  in  the 
afternoon  and  hold  village  meetings,  he 
preaches  a  direct  practical  sermon  on  some 
vital  truth,  taking  pains  to  have  it  well  illus- 
trated with  anecdotes,  thus  furnishing  his 
hearers  with  ample  material  for  their  use  in 
the  afternoon  meetings,  These  Christian 
ideas  are  thus  disseminated  throughout  the 
heathen  villages,  and  act  as  a  leaven. 

In  the  afternoon  he  walks  one  or  two 
miles  to  some  neighboring  village  with  two 
or  three  Christian  men,  and,  gathering  the 
people  of  the  village  together,  has  a  religious 
service,  which  is  often  attended  by  fifty  to 
one  hundred  people. 

In  the  evening  all  the  workers  return  from 
the  villages  and  come  together  for  a  prayer, 
praise,  and  testimony  meeting,  reporting  the 
experiences  of  the  afternoon. 

The  district  of  which  he  has  general 
supervision  is  ten  miles  square,  has  a  popu- 
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lation  of  40,000  and  contains  many  villages. 
Assisting  him  in  the  work  are  two  young 
native  pastors,  three  catechists,  eight  Bible- 
women,  and  about  thirty  teachers  who  have 
nearly  1,000  children  in  their  village  schools. 

He  usually  spends  at  least  one  morning 
each  week  in  making  pastoral  calls,  devotes 
one  day  in  the  week  usually  to  visiting  the 
various  schools  in  order,  and,  assisted  by  the 
local  catechist,  examines  the  pupils  in  the 
Bible  and  secular  lessons.  On  the  average, 
two  evenings  of  each  week  are  spent  in  ad- 
dressing large  gatherings  in  the  villages. 
These  are  usually  held  in  the  village  school 
bungalows  or  under  some  wide-spreading 
banyan  tree.  Such  meetings  are  often  at- 
tended by  from  75  to  150  or  200  people. 

He  gives  one  Bible  lecture  every  week  on 
Friday  afternoon  in  the  station  school,  and 
on  Friday  evening  conducts  the  regular 
church  prayer-meeting,  in  which  he  expounds 
the  Sunday-school  lesson  of  the  next  Sabbath. 

As  a  pastor  he  has  tc  solemnize  marriages 
and  attend  funeral  ceremonies.  As  he  is 
much  respected  in  the  community,  he  is 
occasionally  called  in  by  the  heathen  people 
to  settle  disputes,  and  his  advice  and  help 
are  frequently  sought  by  parents  in  the 
matter  of  arranging  marriages  for  their 
children. 

A  bazaar,  which  is  attended  by  3,000 
people,  is  held  within  a  stone's  throw  of  his 
house  during  two  days  of  each  week.  This 
he  occasionally  visits,  addressing  groups  and 
distributing  leaflets. 

This  man  with  a  family  costs  $150  a  year. 


THE    WORK    OF    A    NATIVE   TEACHER. 

MR.  EZEKIEL  CHANGARAPILLAI. 

This  young  man,  who  had  been  led  to 
Christ  through  the  work  of  a  prayerful,  Bible- 
loving  native  pastor,  was  appointed  the 
teacher  of  the  village  school  in  a  bigoted 
heathen  village  of  £00  families. 

When  he  began  his  work  he  was  the  only 
Christian  in  the  village.  He  soon  won  the 
love  of  the  children  and  of  their  parents. 
While  teaching  the  secular  lessons  faithfully, 
he  taught  the  Bible  lessons  with  special  care, 
making  sure  not  only  that  the  children 
memorized  the  Scripture  portions  and  the 
hymns,  but  had  some  thought  as  to  their 
meaning. 

After  some  years  he  married  an  educated 
Christian  young  woman  and  brought  her  to 
the  village,  and  established  the  first  Christian 
home  in  that  village.  She  began  to  teach 
sewing,  singing,  and  other  lessons,  and  the 
number  of  girls  attending  the  school  rapidly 
increased.  From  the  first  a  Sabbath-school 
was  held  for  the  children  Sabbath  afternoons, 
followed  by  a  service  for  the  parents,  both 
conducted  by  the  teacher. 

Little  by  little  the  people  were  won,  and  a 
Christian  church  and  Christian  community 
sprung  up  around  the  school.  Family  altars 
were  erected  in  homes,  and  the  voice  of 
prayer  and  praise  might  be  heard  morning 
and  evening. 

A  neighboring  village  was  visited,  and  soon 
the  people  asked  that  they  might  have  a 
Christian  school,  and  to-day  they  too  have  a 
schoolhouse  and  teacher.  This  man  receives 
$5  a  month.     Shall  it  be  reduced  40  pei'  cent? 


WHY  FILL  THESE  BLANKS? 

There  are  persons  in  every  church  and  con- 
gregation who  are  its  salt  in  different  lines  of 
life  and  doing.  These  have  the  interest,  or  the 
enthusiasm,  or  the  special  gifts,  or  the  time  and 
the  willing  hand,  and  about  them  the  people 
gather  for  every  worthy  cause. 

It  is  thus  that  any  work  and  all  work  is 
generally  done.  One  can  lead  in  song,  another 
speak  in  meeting,  still  another  has  a  rare  gift  in 
social  life,  while  some  one  else  can  raise  money, 
etc.     Every  one  has  his  proper  gift  of  God. 

We  desire  to  get  into  connection  with,  and 
more  direct  relation  to,  those  persons  in  every 
church  who  are  its  salt  on  missions,  so  that 
we  may  help  them  and  you  in  your  rallying 
about  this  world-wide  work  of  the  American 
Board. 

So  please,  any  one  of  you,  send  us  these  and 
other  names  that  may  suggest  themselves  to 
you,  and  we  will  send  to  them  and  to  you  some- 
thing by  mail  on  the  subject. 

For  copies  of  this  booklet,  or  the  Missiona?y 
Herald  Extra,  to  circulate  in  your  church  and 
congregation,  write  to 

CHARLES  E.  SWETT, 

Congregational  House, 

BOSTON,  MASS. 
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A  COLPORTER'S  WORK. 

The  colporter's  special  work  is  to  travel 
over  the  districts  of  the  mission  and  supply 
the  natives,  who  earn  but  six,  eight,  or  ten 
cents  a  day,  with  Christian  literature. 

He  desires  to  reach  the  farmers  and  the 
fishermen,  the  carters  driving  in  the  cool 
night  time,  the  washerwomen  pounding  their 
clothes  on  a  stone  at  every  tank,  the  tree- 
climbers  after  the  fruit,  the  school  children, 
the  shepherds,  the  mothers  sitting  in  their 
wide  open  doors,  indeed  everybody,  with 
copies  of  the  Gospels,  sold  at  two  cents  each, 
small  booklets  worth  one  eighth  of  a  cent, 
leaflets  given-away,  etc. 

Accompanied  by  the  native  pastor,  he  will 
often  go  into  a  village  by  daybreak,  to  find 
the  men  before  they  have  left  their  homes, 
and  invite  them  to  a  meeting  to  be  held 
that  evening. 

Later  they  visit  one  or  two  of  the  day 
schools,  examine  the  school  children  in  the 
Bible  lesson,  and  invite  them  to  bring  their 
parents  to  the  evening  service. 

To  this  meeting  the  people  will  come  by 
hundreds,  attracted  by  the  music  from  the 
trained  choir  and  the  violins,  cymbals,  and 
drum  of  the  native  Christians.  Earnest  ad- 
dresses are  made,  more  books  sold,  and 
thus  the  busy  day  ends. 

The  colporter  plans  to  be  at  all  the  great 
heathen  festivals,  where  in  a  single  day 
10,000  or  15,000  people  often  gather,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  year  he  will  visit  every  vil- 
lage in  a  district  of  100,000  inhabitants. 
The  salary  is  about  $50  a  year.  Should  it 
be  less? 
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A  SINGLE  DISTRICT    IN    INDIA. 

BY  MRS.  MARY  E.  BISSELL. 

I  have  charge  of  a  district  in  which  are 
five  churches  and  six  schools.  The  people 
have  been  in  great  straits,  first  because  of 
the  famine,  then  the  plague,  which  almost 
suspended  all  kinds  of  trade,  and  the  peo- 
ple are  at  their  wits'  end.  As  a  whole  they 
have  never  been  so  accessible  or  interested 
as  now.  They  have  been  led  to  think,  and 
to  see  the  folly  of  trusting  in  dumb  idols ; 
have  seemed  to  recognize  God's  hand  in 
their  calamities,  and  to  conclude  they  would 
be  safer  on  his  side.  A  good  many  have 
determined  to  let  go  all  that  held  them  to 
the  past  and  take  Christ.  Whole  communi- 
ties come  forward  asking  for  baptism.  One 
cannot  doubt  their  sincerity,  but  a  few  ques- 
tions show  how  little  they  realize  what  it 
means  to  be  Christians.  Their  baptism 
should  not  be  postponed,  and  they  sadly  need 
to  be  taught. 

The  accessions  to  these  five  churches  this 
year  have  been  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
The  three.  The  need  of  teachers  in 
Reduction,  the  villages  from  whence  these 
have  come  is  inexpressible,  and  they  plead 
with  us  for  some  one  to  live  among  them 
and  instruct  them  and  their  children.  There 
is  no  home  in  either  of  these  places  where  a 
school  could  be  kept,  and  I  have  no  money 
for  teachers  ;  but  when  in  one  place  a  family 
gave  up  their  sleeping  room  for  a  school, 
though  it  was  a  little  dark  hole,  I  did  send 
one  teacher,  regardless  of  reductions.  When 
these  people  beg  for  baptism  and  for  teach- 
ers, what  shall  I  do  ? 

WHAT    SHALL   WE    AT    HOME    DO? 


A  LETTER  FROM  HARPOOT,  TURKEY. 

BY   REV.   C.   F.  GATES. 

Our  work  has  not  been  in  so  encourag- 
ing a  condition  since  the  massacre  of  1895. 
Mr.  E.  C.  Millard,  whom  God  called  in  an 
evident  way  to  leave  a  prosperous  work  in 
England,  has  visited  four  of  our  principal 
cities,  holding  meetings,  and  plans  to  visit 
others.     God  has  greatly  blessed  his  labors. 

One  of  the  marked  tokens  of  the  Lord's 
favor  has  been  the  way  in  which  the  Spirit 
has  endued  the  workers  with  new  power  for 
service,  as  well  as  sought  out  men  and  pre- 
pared them  for  Christian  work. 

This  has  given  us  new  cheer,  for  the  con- 
dition previously  was  one  which  might  well 
discourage  the  stoutest  heart.  Preachers 
and  teachers  were*  leaving  for  America  ;  the 
best  native  young  men  were  also  going  away  ; 
and  it  seemed  as  if  the  work  would  be 
wholly  swept  away,  but  the  Spirit  of  God  has 
averted  that  movement. 

The  workers  remain  here  now  from  a  sense 
of  duty,  braving  danger  and  the  insecurity 

Tbe  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
Reduction,  country.  But  if  the  churches  in 
America  fail  in  this  crisis,  and  the  support  of 
their  families,  $75  to  $100  a  year,  is  cut  off, 
they  will  be  tempted  to  say,  "  It  is  our  duty 
to  care  for  our  families,  we  too  must  go." 

I  believe  that  the  same  Spirit  that  has 
^awakened  the  people  here  will  move  upon  the 
churches  at  home  to  provide  for  their  sup- 
port. If  they  know  the  facts  they  will  do 
their  part. 
Brethren,  you  know  the  facts,  what  is  your  answer? 


A  TALK   WITH    ALL  OUR    FRIENDS. 

The  American  Board,  during  the  last  15  years 
and  more,  has  been  able  to  draw  upon  the  Otis 
and  Swett  legacies  to  supplement  the  contribu- 
tions of  the  churches. 

There  have  been  until  latterly  no  "deficien- 
cies" and  no  ''special  calls/'  because  in  the 
Forward  Movement  made  possible  to  the  past, 
and  carried  onward  by  the  present  management, 
these  gifts,  aggregating  upward  of  two  millions 
of  dollars,  could  be  drawn  upon  annually  for; 
any  sum  needed,  whether  large  or  small. 

These  legacies  are  now  exhausted.  This,  of 
course,  had  been  foreseen :  but  in  these  last 
years  when  the  churches  would  naturally  have 
advanced  their  gifts  in  view  of  this  coming  need, 
the  "  hard  times  "  came  upon  us.  This  financial 
crisis,  with  other  causes,  brought  a  falling  off. 
instead  of  an  increase  in  the  contributions. 

The  work  of  the  Board  is,  therefore,  in  grave 
peril.  You,  and  your  gifts,  both  small  and 
large,  are  greatly  needed,  and  nothing  less 
than  an  advance  of  at  least  25  per  cent  in  our 
giving  will  save  the  work  now  in  hand. 

Read  this  little  booklet,  note  its  suggestions, 
and  see  what  you  can  do. 

Send  gifts,  be  it  a  dime,  a  dollar  or  a 
cdieck,  to 

F.  H.  WIGGIN,  Treasurer, 

Congregational  House, 

BOSTON. 


THE    KRAAL    GIRLS, 

BY  MRS.  C.   R.  IRELAND. 

At  our  station  we  have  the  regular  station 
work,  a  school  for  Bible  students,  a  boys' 
Normal  school,  a  Medical  department  with 
hospital  and  dispensary,  and  the  school  for 
kraal  girls. 

My  work  is  with  these  girls.  Their 
brothers  go  to  the  towns,  work  during  the 
day,  attend  the  evening  schools,  and  learn  to 
read,  write,  etc.  The  girls  want  to  learn. 
The  boys  teach  them,  perhaps,  the  alphabet, 
but  cannot  get  time  for  more. 

A  Bible  student  preaches,  and  two  or  three 
become  interested  and  follow  a  long  distance 
to  hear  more,  or  one  runs  away  to  escape 
being  married  to  some  old  polygamist.  And 
they  all  come  to  us. 

The  older  girls,  from  carrying  heavy  loads 
on  their  heads,  have  dulled  their  brains,  so 
that  with  many  all  we  can  hope  for  is  to  teach 
them  to  read  the  Bible  and  show  them  how 
to  live  a  Christian  life.  They  go  back  to  their 
homes,  and  do  for  their  mothers  and  sisters 
what  we  never  could.  Many  of  them  have 
married  and  are  trying  in  their  own  neat 
little  homes,  instead  of  a  hut  like  their  fa- 
thers', to  live  a  Christian  life. 

To  give  us  less  than  we  now  have  would, 
I  fear,  close  up  this  work  entirely.  We  are 
doing  everything  now  at  as  low  a  figure  as 
we  can.  The  largest  recitation  room  is  only 
fifteen  feet  square.  As  we  have  tables  for 
desks,  these  are  used  for  dining  tables  at 
meal  times,  and  when  night  comes  they  are 
piled  one  upon  another  to  make  room  for  the 
girls  to  spread  down  their  mats  to  sleep  upon. 

Let  us  see  that  these  heathen  girls  have  this  one 
room  kept  over  their  heads. 
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WHY  WE  DESIRE  THESE  NAMES. 


There  are  persons  in  every  Church  and  Con- 
gregation who  are  its  salt  in  different  lines  of 
life  and  doing.  These  have  the  interest,  or  the 
enthusiasm,  or  the  special  gifts,  or  the  time  and 
the  willing  hand,  and  about  them  the  people 
gather  for  every  worthy  cause. 

It  is  thus  that  any  work  and  all  work  is 
generally  done.  One  can  lead  in  song,  another 
speak  in  meeting,  still  another  has  a  rare  gift  in 
socials,  while  some  one  else  can  raise  money, 
etc.,  etc.     Every  one  has  his  proper  gift  of  God. 

We  desire  to  get  into  connection  with,  and 
more  direct  relation  to,  those  persons  in  every 
Church  who  are  its  salt  on  Missions,  so  that 
we  may  help  them  and  you  in  your  rallying 
about  this  world-wide  work  of  the  American 
Board. 

So  please,  a?iy  o?ie  of  you,  send  us  these  and 
other  names  that  may  suggest  themselves  to 
you,  and  we  will  send  to  them  and  to  you  some- 
thing by  mail  on  the  subject. 

For  copies  of  this  Booklet,  or  the  Missio?iary 
Herald  Extra,  to  circulate  in  your  church  and 
congregation,  write  to 

CHARLES   E.   SWETT, 

Congregational  House, 

BOSTON,  MASS. 
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SPECIAL   GIFTS. 


There  is  one  feature  of  the  work  of  the  Amer- 
ican Board  that  brings  either  individuals  or 
groups  of  people  into  such  healthful  relations  to 
the  field  that  it  only  needs  to  be  known  to  make 
it  a  favorite  method  of  giving. 

You  can  be  in  the  foreign  work  by  proxy: 
you  can  not  only  go,  teach,  disciple,  as  the  Mas- 
ter has  bidden,  but  can  do  it  more  effectively  per- 
haps by  another  than  if  there  in  person.  Think 
of  being  in  India,  China,  or  elsewhere,  by  sup- 
porting a  Native  Pastor,  whose  whole  time  is 
secured  to  admirable  Christian  service  by  what 
you  have  given  —  $20,  $40,  $50,  on  to  $200. 

What  a  privilege  to  stand  behind  a  Teacher, 
whose  work  is  in  the  main  sustained  by  the 
British  Government,  but  it  is  the  $20  to  $50 
given  by  you  that  keeps  that  school  in  the 
hands  of  a  Christian  teacher. 

And  there  are  the  trained  Bible  Women ;  the 
educated  Catechists;  the  Colporteur,  selling 
10,000  Booklets  at  a  single  great  festival,  — who 
can  be  supported  for  such  small  sums. 

And  the  Board  provides  to  give  these  to  you 
in  a  personal  way,  indeed  asks  and  desires  it. 
You  can  hear  from  them  and  know  them,  their 
work  and  their  needs,  through  the  trained  mis- 
sionary who  directs  it  all  —  and  whose  average 
salary  is  but  $500. 

Write  about  it  to 

Rev.  E.   E.   STRONG, 

Congregational  House, 

ISTON,  MASS* 


